THE  SETTING
say of a Canning that he was "long kept down by the
plebeian aristocracy of Mr. Pitt as an adventurer".1 In
the meantime it was content to follow the lead of the
Whig magnates, not necessarily because it loved • the
House of Hanover, but because it disliked change: it
would equally have supported James III had he been
the monarch in possession.
When Anne died England was an overwhelmingly agri-
cultural country, and the brilliant social life of the capital
must not be allowed to obscure the fact that the vast
majority of the population lived on and by the land.
Difficulty of communication set a wider gulf between
town and country then than has been the case since,
and contemporary literature is full of jokes at the expense
of the countryman who came to London for the first
time. He was considered fair game, and Hogarth in
Plate I of The Harlot's Progress shows the fate that might
await the young girl who came up in a wagon to find
employment in domestic service. Even rich squires,
like Squire Western, spoke with the dialect of their own
county, and their manners, if not their morals, left much
to be desired when compared with those of equal position
in London. By the death of George IV the improved
means of communication had effected a revolution, but
in 1714 the position was what it had been for centuries.
What kept England, and still more Scotland and Ireland,
apart was that which should have bound them together,
namely, the roads. When the Crown exercised real
power these, together with the bridges, had been its
responsibility, but the change from monarchy to oligarchy
had resulted in the gentry omitting to discharge their
obligations since there was no longer anyone to compel
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